10 - Day itinerary, South African Squash Safari
 


 

 

With this itinerary you will visit the Blyde River Canyon, historical towns and the well renown Kruger National Park as well as putting in a good few hours of squash, seven games in ten days is sure to give you ample practice and will ensure each day is truly action packed. 

Chimhavira are very happy to be able to offer you this truly 'off the beaten track' squash safari experience.

	Duration
	10 days, 9 nights
	Departure
	Daily

	Comfort
	Roof top tents, national parks chalet facilities and bed & breakfast, if you prefer talk to us about other options
	Accommodation
	Roof tent on top of your Landrover

	Price
	Refer to our ‘Rates’ Tab
	Includes
	An accompanied self Drive Safari, two Landrover Defender’s, camping gear for 10 days, park entrance fees, fuel, unlimited kilometres, camp site pitches, road maps, trail information and border documents

	Transport
	Landrover Defender rental (included in the price of this trip), with camping equipment
	Excludes
	If applicable additional game drives, international flights, visas, overnight accommodation other than roof top tent, alcoholic beverages, restaurant meals, tips and curios.

	Drink
	
	
	Drinking alcohol during the day and whilst driving is strictly forbidden.


 

Day 1: Arrival in Johannesburg - Overnight in Cullinan 
After arrival at Johannesburg airport, you have cleared immigration; pick up your luggage found your way through customs, your Safari leader will meet up with you. You will be taken to Chimhavira’s South African Office, not far from the airport, have a chance to freshen up, pick up your Landrover, and check through the equipment. After all of the required formalities are finished, you'll be set for your 'great adventure'! The first leg of your trip will take approximately one hour.

This evening we will have a warm up game of squash at the Cullinan Squash club. 

It is also suggested that you go on the Cullinan diamond mine tour. The worlds largest diamond was found here. 

Total distance on Day 1 is approximately 80 km
Day 2: Cullinan to Lydenburg

The town of Lydenburg, in Mpumalanga Province, was founded in 1850 by the company of Voortrekker leader Andries Potgieter who had abandoned their first settlement -Ohrigstad.It was once the capital of its own independent republic, and still boasts some of the best preserved Zuid Afrikaanse and old Transvaal architecture in the country.

Lydenburg on the Escarpment at the start of the Panorama Route, has much to offer, including: trout fishing, bird watching, nature reserves, hiking and sports such as golf and squash.


Total distance on Day 2 is approximately 280 km

Day 3: Lydenburg to Nelspruit

Today we will drive to our third overnight stay location near Nelspruit. This afternoon we will play squash at the Nelspruit Squash club which boasts three modern squash courts with glass back walls. 

Whilst here you can explore the Drakensberg Mountains, at the same time gathering 4x4 driving practice, or if you feel up to the test you could go horse riding, hiking or fishing, the rugged terrain makes this a perfect day for a horse ride.

Total distance on Day 3 is approximately 130 km
Day 4: Nelspruit - Kruger National Park’s Pretoriuskop Rest Camp

After a relaxing day its time for a hearty breakfast and then lets go find some wild animals! We will drive through to the Kruger National Park ‘Numbi Entrance Gate’ where we will have most of the day to go on a game drive. You will be fascinated at all kinds of different animals you spot during the drive. Along the way we will be making stops at a few of the many camps or rest stops along the way to stretch out for a bit. This evening we will set up camp in one of the small overnight camps. Your roof tent on top of your 4x4 is the idea place from which to listen to the night sounds of the animals, listen for the cry of the ‘Fiery necked nightjar’.

Total distance on Day 4 is approximately 80 km

Day 5: Pretoriuskop Rest Camp – Skukuza Rest Camp 
Now it's time for some serious safari activities on your camping safari in South Africa. Wake up early today so that you will be able to go on your own private game drive. You'll be driving over unpaved roads to your next accommodation which lies in lion territory. Provided we have not taken too long enjoying the sights along route we will arrive in time for lunch.

In the afternoon, just as the heat of the day is subsiding we will jump into our land rovers and head off for an afternoon / evening game drive, if you prefer why not go on a professionally guided walk. We should not have any problem spotting animals; this area is known for the large number of animals roaming the land freely since there are no gates to keep them away. Even lions venture into camp from time to time. On return to the camp, we will prepare a delicious dinner whilst sharing the days game drive stories, who knows we may even have other participants by the campfire. 

Total distance on Day 5 is approximately 90 km

Day 6: Skukuza Rest Camp – Graskop Camping

After the morning game drive and a good breakfast, we’ll leave the camp, around 10:00 is best, and head for the third largest canyon in the world, Blyde River Canyon. We’ll head towards the Orpen Gate where we will leave the Kruger and make our way towards the town of Graskop. We will take a break along the way and have a pick nick at one of the many waterfalls when we feel like a break. 

Nearby facilities include horse riding, 4 golf courses, abseiling, hiking, mountain biking, bird watching, fishing, tennis and squash, and helicopter flights, this gives one a large variety of activities to keep one busy when not doing sightseeing.

Of course this is a squash safari so lets hope the last two days rest will not have effected your game! 

Total distance on Day 6 is approximately 100 km

Day 7: Blyde River Canyon 
Graskop is the most central town in the Blyde River Canyon region from which to explore the Three Rondavels, Gods Window and Bourke's Luck Potholes. 

Today we will have all day to see the well-known Panorama route. Rest out and relax a bit and then leave for a day trip through the surrounding area around mid-morning. A must-see during your day trip is Bourke's Luck Potholes.

The potholes can be found where the Blyde River and the Treur River meet. Currents and whirlpools at this spot in the riverbed have created round holes in the surrounding rock formations. If the weather permits, you may even want to get your feet wet in the potholes. At the end of the day we will return to our campsite at Graskop. 

Total distance on Day 7 is approximately 120 km

Day 8: Graskop Camping – Sabie River Camp 
Today we will be travelling to the town of Sabie and the former mining town Pilgrim's Rest with its' charming small cafés and historic houses. We will be staying at a camp site on the banks of the Sabie River, close to the Sabie Falls.

Sabie is a popular tourist destination with breathtaking nature scenes and spectacular water falls in pristine mountain streams.  The tourism infrastructure is well developed with a number of accommodation establishments and restaurants.

There are two squash courts (one with glass back) at the Sabie Country Club.

Total distance on Day 8 is approximately 40 km

Day 9: Sabie River Camp - Lydenburg
Lydenburg is an important centre for farming, and is also home to one of Mpumalanga's best museums detailing the mysterious history of the famed Lydenburg Heads, which are unique pottery masks made by a vanished people thousands of years ago, and believed to have served a ritual or religious purpose.

We have already played on these squash so this evening we will have a ‘warm down’ game bringing our squash tour to an end. 

Total distance on Day 9 is approximately 60 km

Day 10: Lydenburg - Johannesburg
This morning you'll have time for a relaxing breakfast pack away your camping equipment, when you are done you will take your roof tent down for last time and then we will drive the last leg of your itinerary to Johannesburg. Chimhavira will book you into a guest house for the evening (Own expense), where you can rest up before the next part of your journey. This evening your safari leader would like to accompany you to dinner.    

Total distance on Day 10 is approximately 300 km
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